Atrial Fibrillation in Heart Failure: Left Atrial Appendage Management.
Atrial fibrillation is common in patients with congestive heart failure (CHF). Due to reduced left atrial appendage (LAA) emptying velocities and increased sludge formation, a higher rate of stroke and embolism are seen with CHF. Up to 50% of CHF patients are inadequately covered for stroke protection with anticoagulation, and, even while on therapy, CHF patients are at risk for failure to clear LAA or left ventricular (LV) thrombus. Device-based LAA closure (LAAC) alternatives exist. Following intracardiac device closure, an increased rate of device-related thrombus is seen in heart failure patients, which warrants further study to optimize LAAC benefits.